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THE END OF AN ERA? 

Financial cuts in the NHS are resulting in ward and entire hospital closures up and down the country; 
Dorchester is no exception. The hospital’s Kingfisher and SCBU (Special Care Baby Unit) wards are 
now due for suggested closure, the Dorset CCG (Clinical Commissioning Group) explaining that “the 
care of children could be delivered in a different and more 
effective way” elsewhere in the country. Children in need of 
specialist care would be sent further to other parts the country, 
such as Poole or Bournemouth, where they would supposedly 
meet better treatment. 
 For many, though, the Kingfisher ward was a big part of 
their childhood, and is a service that cannot be easily replaced; 
there is a form of compassion and care within the ward that is 
difficult to describe. Perhaps it is the multiple entertainment 
rooms for children and teenagers, or the schoolroom that comes attached to the ward, or maybe 
even the showers and rooms for parents to use when staying with their children, but there is 
something that makes this part of the hospital somehow special in a way that families have a hard 
time forgetting.  

Back on May 13th, the Dorset Echo created a campaign 
to keep the hospital intact; to help back this campaign, 
over seven hundred supporters took a march through 
Dorchester, making a stand against the proposed 
changes to the children’s services. Participants of the 
march claimed that the CCG “clearly don’t understand 
the impact it will have on local families if they move 
them east of the county.” As this event turned out to 
be a huge success, they are also running a Christmas 
Walk, set for December 12th, to show the Dorset 
Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) that the people of 

Sixth Sense is running a photography competition for the whole school to enter! This is a 
chance for people to try something different, or else excel at something that they know they 
can do. The theme this edition will be on “nature”; this can be anything, from trees, to 
animals, to perhaps a river or the beauty of autumnal colours. The prizes are as follows: a 
£20 “One4All” gift voucher for first place and a £5 “One4All” voucher for second place. The 
top six entries will also (given the sender’s permission) be published in the next edition of 
Sixth Sense. Try to think outside the box for this one; nature is everywhere, given that you’re 
paying attention. The competition will be judged with help from the Art Department, making 
this unbiased and equal. To enter, simply email your entry or entries to 
11weatherburne@thomas-hardye.net. Competition closes 18th October. 
 

£20 

PRIZE 

mailto:11weatherburne@thomas-hardye.net
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Dorset still support the Echo’s campaign ready for the January 2016 public consultation. There is also 
an online petition, available at change.org, which is another indication of the outrage Dorset 
inhabitants feel at the loss of these two wards; with over a thousand signatures, it, along with the 
Dorset Echo, is looking for further support in protecting the Kingfisher and SCBU wards.  
Perhaps this change would actually be beneficial for the children in question, and perhaps it is 
merely a way for the government to reduce costs in the NHS. Regardless, you can find the online 
petition at: https://www.change.org/p/dorset-clinical-commissioning-group-dorset-county-hospital-

keep-kingfisher-protect-the-children-s-services-at-dorset-county-hospital. If this is something which you 

feel particularly passionate about, then your signature could make a big difference in preventing this 

closure.  
 

ENRICHMENT CLUBS 
 
There is a fantastic range of different extra-curricular activities that you can take part in at THS! 
Fossil Club… Murder Mystery Club… Alice in Wonderland… BOSS… now we just need to get a 
Quidditch team and we can say that we have it all! The Freshers’ Fair gave you a chance to go and 
find out about some of the many clubs that go on around school but just in case you missed it, here 
is a handy selection: 
 

 
 
This is just a small selection of the clubs offered, check out the school website to see the full (and 
very big!) timetable. If there’s nothing that you like, why not consider starting your own club?! Who 
knows, maybe this time next year we will have that Quidditch Club ;)

Languages: Monday after School 
Monday after School 

Wednesday after School 
Thursday after School 

Russian C2 
Japanese C5 
Japanese C5 

Latin C17 

Sports: Monday after School 
Monday after School 

Wednesday after School 
Thursday after School 

Hockey (Mrs Dean) 
Boys’ Rugby (Mr Hughes) 

Aerobics (Mrs Chittenden) 
Football (Boys and Girls, Mr Hughes) 

Maths Club: Monday after School 
Thursday after School 

Friday after School 

M9/M15 
MXY/M14 
MXY/M7 

Others: Monday Lunch 
Tuesday Lunch 

Wednesday after School 
Thursday Lunch 

Thursday after School 

Sixth Form Singers Mu4 
BOSS (Boys Only Smooth Singers) Mu2 

Murder Mystery Club 
Debate Club S11 

Musical Theatre Club Mu1 

https://www.change.org/p/dorset-clinical-commissioning-group-dorset-county-hospital-keep-kingfisher-protect-the-children-s-services-at-dorset-county-hospital
https://www.change.org/p/dorset-clinical-commissioning-group-dorset-county-hospital-keep-kingfisher-protect-the-children-s-services-at-dorset-county-hospital
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SEPTEMBER: THIS DAY IN HISTORY 

Australia has more than 378 mammal 

species, 828 bird species, 4000 fish 

species, 300 species of lizards, 140 snake 

species, two crocodile species and 

around 50 types of marine mammal. 

1st: At 5.30 a.m., Hitler's armies invaded 

Poland starting World War II in Europe (1939)  

2nd: The Great Fire of London began in a 

bakery in Pudding Lane near the Tower 

(1666) 

4th: The Beatles start their first recording 

session at EMI's Abbey Road Studios, London 

(1962) 

6th: Jews ordered to wear the Yellow Star of 

David, Germany (1941) 

11th: 9/11 Attacks On World Trade Centre 

and Pentagon (2001) 

14th: First man made object (Luna 2) reaches 

the moon (1959) 

16th: Steve Jobs returns to Apple, 12 years 

after he was fired for being “uncontrollable” 

(1997) 

  

  

19th New Zealand becomes the first country 

to allow women the vote (1893) 

18th Jimi Hendrix dies from overdose, aged 

27 years, London (1970) 

21st: J .R.R. Tolkien's "The Hobbit" published 

(1937)  

22nd: Australian, Bob Dent, a cancer victim, 

became the first   person to commit legally 

assisted suicide, via a lethal injection, under 

a voluntary euthanasia law (1996) 

23rd: Chewing gum produced commercially 

for the first time (1848) 

28th: Spaghetti House Siege, London (1975) 

30th: James Dean dies in car crash, aged 24 

years, California, United States (1955) 

  

GEOGRAPHY 

 Full name: Commonwealth of Australia 

 Population: 22.9mil 

 Capital: Canberra 

 Largest City: Sydney 

 Area: 7.692 million km² 

 Major religion: Christian (Anglican & Catholic—42.4% of the 

Australian population.) 

 Life expectancy: 82.10 years (2012) 

National currency is the Australian 

dollar which comes in denominations of 

$5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 notes. Coins 

come in 5, 10, 20 and 50 cent and one 

and two dollar denominations. 

December to February is summer; March to 

May is autumn; June to August is winter; 

and September to November is spring. 

Ranks as one of the best countries to live in 

the world by international comparisons of 

wealth, education, health and quality of life. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCI-2p_eS_scCFQNbGgodVFYHqw&url=http://blogs.wsj.com/speakeasy/2012/09/21/why-j-r-r-tolkiens-the-hobbit-isnt-just-for-kids/&psig=AFQjCNE2o
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 
COMMENT: TTIP, AND WHY YOU SHOULD BE WORRIED 

 
Most of you haven’t heard of TTIP – I 
guarantee. This is through no fault of your 
own, because the media haven’t been talking 
about it for reasons which are for another 
time… Murdoch’s Media Empire… but I 
digress. TTIP stands for the Trans-Atlantic 
Trade and Investment Partnership, but don’t 
let this scare you, these things are usually 
given overly-complicated names full of trade-
jargon. 

TTIP is a free-trade deal between the 
US Government and the European Union (EU). 
It has been sold to the European Parliament 
as being a trade deal that will liberalise the 
global economy, boost trade, and, of course, 
create jobs. According to those who support 
the trade deal, it will add, per annum, an 
additional £10bn to the UK economy, £80bn 
to the US and potentially more than £100bn 
to the EU as a whole. David Cameron is one of 

the most notable 
advocates of the 
deal, and has 
said that he 
would put 

“rocket-
boosters” on it 
to ensure its 

success. His view is that of his usual, that the 
deal will benefit small businesses in the UK. 

The main opposition to the deal can 
be found in the UK in public interest groups 
such as 38Degrees, as well as Germany. In the 
case of the UK, this is because of the ISDS 
clause. The ISDS will affect the NHS and 
healthcare in this country to a greater degree 
than other European countries that do not 
have national health services. 

TTIP is simply the next and natural 
step in the furtherment of globalisation and of 
the global economy, which, in-its-self, has 
both advantages and disadvantages.  Where 
the benefits of the deal are clear and true, 
though, there are many negatives. 

The implications are thus: that the 
quality and standard of food products that 
can be exported from the US to the EU would  

 
be dramatically reduced, that privatisation of 
industries and services would become a one-
way street, and the sovereignty of EU 
countries would be undermined. The latter 
being the most divisive issue.  

The EU regulates food-standards in 
Europe, and sets the criteria for what is 
judged suitable to be sold in the EU. 
According to EU guidelines, it is required that 
all food-products 
sold in 
supermarkets and 
other venders 
must display 
nutritional and 
product information on the packaging – which 
is what all the small writing on cans of Coke™ 
and bags of pasta is. This trade deal is 
hypocritical in the sense that the EU would 
allow lower-quality foods into Europe under 
TTIP, and at the same time uphold strict 
regulation on foods coming from Africa and 
Asia – regions that are in desperate need of 
trade. Not only could food coming from the 
US be allowed to be of a lower standard, but 
various pesticides and GM technology may be 
used on them, without informing the UK 
consumer. Natalie Bennett, leader of the 
Green Party, believes that “We must not […] 
walk into lowering […] environmental 
standards and food health”, going on to say 
that “Chicken carcasses washed in bleach, 
hormone-stuffed beef and open season on 
pollution are not things we want to import 
from the US.” The EU Commission wants 
further de-regulation, and this is the perfect 
aperture through which they can achieve that 
– food standards are ‘of-course’ not the 
concern of the state. 

TTIP would make privatisation a one-
way street. Privatisation is just a long word for 
taking an industry or service, such as coal-
mines or transport, out of the administration 
(and ownership) of the government. This 
means that either new companies are created 
to administer existing companies, or other 
companies take control of these industries or 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOjI0qnB-8cCFYY_GgodSJsOYA&url=http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-24367705&bvm=bv.102829193,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEND2MZa_C6GX0Wd9_9iHP881jARw&ust=1442491368032332
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services; this was a popular government 
policy in the 80s, and remains so today. I 
personally oppose privatisation because of my 
philosophy and politics, but also because 
there is greater job-security for public-sector 
(working the state) employees. 

In terms of the NHS, the government 
has already started employing private 
companies to take-over some services, things 
would only get worse under TTIP. 
If this trade deal were to pass, then 
healthcare free at the ‘point of delivery’, i.e. 
when you’ve just fallen out a tree, crashed on 
the motorway or had a heart-attack, could 
slowly disappear, and be replaced by on-the-
spot service charges. Imagine waking up in 
hospital and being handed a card machine – 
landed with a £4000 charge for being involved 
in a road collision, or being charged by a 
paramedic. 

The threat of healthcare privatisation 
is becoming ever greater, and is a policy that 
the current administration secretly supports, 
while operating under the façade of 
‘Efficiency Savings’. Len McCluskey, the 
General Secretary of Unite Union, commented 
on this matter, saying that “…other countries 
have vetoed sectors from the trade deal”, in 
response to David Cameron who refuses to 
exempt the NHS from the deal. Cameron, 
though, insists that the NHS will “remain free 
at the point of use”. 

Most importantly, and as previously 
mentioned, the most divisive issue, is the 
undermining of sovereignty. The ISDS or 
Investor-State-Dispute-Settlement clause 
states that any corporation or foreign investor 
reserves the right to sue the EU or individual 
governments of the EU (so the UK as well!) for 
damages, and a loss of profit, if laws or 
regulations prevent them from selling a 
product or service, or something of that 
nature. This would affect ‘common-good’ 
environmental laws, meaning that fracking, a 
controversial and damaging method of oil 
extraction, would be back on the table, but 
this time with a hefty corporate lobby behind 
it. What makes this worse is that this would 
happen in closed courts – so justice would not 
be seen. 

The ISDS is the same clause that will 
speed-up privatisation, and will de-regulate 
the environmental exploits of companies. 
Leading environmental campaigner, George 
Monbiot, has commented that the ISDS could 
‘be used to thwart any attempt to save the 
NHS from corporate control’, and protect the 
environment. He goes on to note the 
correlation between this and that the UK 
government hasn’t informed us about this 
“monstrous assault on democracy”. 

This is not only an affront to 
democracy but also to sovereignty – 
regardless of your opinion of the current 
administration, corporations cannot be 
allowed to sue ‘democratically’ elected 
governments.  

In my opinion TTIP will undermine our 
government, will mean unsuitable food can be 
sold in this country, and will lead to a dark 
corporate future. From the outset this has 
been about money, and not you and me. 
Trade needs to be for the benefit of people, 
not for corporations, tycoons and millionaires. 

The deal is being voted on in the 
European Parliament in October – and is 
expected to pass with a comfortable majority. 
MEPs who are the members of the European 
Parliament need to be lobbied on this matter 
by their own constituents and not corporation 
– they are easily contactable. Indeed, one of 
our MEP’s, Clare Moody, wasn’t present at 
the last vote in July – so it’s worth wondering 
if our interests are really being represented 
over in Brussels. 

I will leave 
you with this: 92% of 
the meetings held 
with the EU over TTIP 
have been with 
corporate groups, and 
only 8% with public 
interest groups. 
Makes you think. 
www.stop-ttip.org.

Corporate

Public Interest

https://mail.thomas-hardye.net/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=u7BC4n3GLmKrwp_X02Uq7j8bnwWEFH4eFcfLFc8IgQ-v2tXuO73SCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBzAHQAbwBwAC0AdAB0AGkAcAAuAG8AcgBnAC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.stop-ttip.org%2f
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CORBYN IN POWER 
 

On Saturday 12th August at 10:30am, an old, 
weathered socialist by the name of Jeremy 
Corbyn was elected as leader of the Labour 
party. Since then, his eccentric and notable 
personality has been the focus of much 
debate from newspapers and social media 
alike. Amongst the empty political rhetoric of 
the other candidates, Mr. Corbyn was praised 
for standing up for what he believes in; beliefs 
that, according to the Prime Minister, are a 
“threat to our national and economic 
security”, and a sign of the “death of the 
Labour party.” They will, apparently, stop 
Jeremy Corbyn from “ever winning a general 
election.”  

At the present time, we do not know 
if Corbyn will make a good leader for the 
Labour party. We do not know if Labour will 
fracture under his leadership. What we do 

know, though, 
is that Corbyn 
is a man who 
has lived by 
his beliefs all 
his life, and so 
this is unlikely 
to change 
now. 
 Corby-
nomics is the 

term that has been given to his economic 
policies, which differ greatly from the neo-
liberal Conservative line. Primarily, Corbyn 
does not support austerity - or cutting public 
services - in order to meet an “arbitrary” 
deadline for the removal of the government 
deficit (the money the government receives 
through revenues against what it spends). He 
instead believes that taxes should be raised 
on the rich, and that a greater amount of 
investigation should occur into corporate tax 
evasion. What is not commonly considered is 
that Corbyn agrees that cuts should be made 
to governmental subsidies to corporations, 
which currently total £93 billion. He also 
states that the banks were at fault for the 
financial crisis of 2008, rather than the Labour 
party itself. 

Corbyn plans to put funding into the 
economy through a national investment bank, 
including in green energy and manufacturing. 
This will, according to his theory, move the 
economy into a boom, and thus more tax 
revenue will be raised for the government to 
spend. Jeremy also supports a maximum 
wage for CEOs and bosses, which in his mind 
will help tackle inequality.  
 Critics argue that his headline policy 
of “people’s quantitative easing”, which 
involves printing money, would lead to high 
inflation because it would decrease money’s 
value. The tax increases would also dis-
incentivise wealth creators, along with his 
maximum wage policy. It is also argued that 
Corbyn is overestimating the amount that 
could be saved through tax evasion. 
 For Corbyn, the railways should be 
put back into government hands, the logic 
being that fares would be reduced and that 
the trains would be more reliable. This is the 
preferred option of the unions who have been 
regularly striking over the issue of low pay. 
The Conservatives argue that this will only 
reduce competition, though. 
 Controversially, Corbyn believes that 
NATO is the key reason behind the 
Russia/Ukraine crisis and that Britain should 
not have nuclear weapons. His stance on the 
EU is that Britain should remain within it as 
long as it is reformed, however the Labour 
party line is to support it, so Corbyn will most 
likely campaign to remain 
in the 2016 referendum. 
Corbyn does not support 
airstrikes in Syria. He also 
believes that an arms 
embargo should be put on 
Israel and that the arms 
trade should be heavily restricted worldwide.  
 It’s worth considering the substance 
of the Conservatives most recent propaganda 
campaign. According to the “facts”, Labour’s 
new leader “believes Bin Laden’s death was a 
‘tragedy’”, that “known terrorists are 
‘friends’” and wants to “surrender our nuclear 
defences.” One of those is non-debatable, 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJO_17KjgMgCFYgyGgod9wEOyg&url=http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/andy-burnham-labour-frightened-shadow-6150242&bvm=bv.102829193,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEp_GJDk7IuMBiqI5dCYqVM16cX7A&ust=1442655154226002
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because as mentioned, Corbyn doesn’t want 
to renew Britain’s nuclear weapons. 
 In regard to Bin Laden, Corbyn stated 
at a conference that “This was an 
assassination attempt, and is yet another 
tragedy, upon a tragedy, upon a tragedy. The 
World Trade Centre was a tragedy, the attack 
on Afghanistan was a tragedy, the war in Iraq 
was a tragedy. Tens of thousands of people 
have died.” He also mentioned that he, along 
with Barack Obama, believed that Bin Laden 
should have been trialled.  

Being a radical socialist leader, Corbyn 
will come under attack from newspaper 
outlets such as The Telegraph, The Sun and 
The Daily Mail, all of which have right-wing 
political alliances. In order to have an 
informed and worthwhile discussion about 
the new Labour leader, the public should 

focus not on 
Conservative 

scare-mongering 
or his similarity 
to the electoral 

failure of Michael Foot. Instead, the stance 
that Corbyn takes on issues such as the 
economy and foreign policy should be of 
interest, sparking and provoking debate about 
whether he should lead the party. His 
personality is irrelevant, but will be focussed 
on throughout his five years in opposition, 
and this is a sorry reflection of the UK public 
engagement in political affairs. 
 

TRIALLING NEW CAMERAS IN ATC 
 

Airports all around the world have begun the 
testing of remote Air Traffic Control systems. 
Currently, Air Traffic Control is manned locally 
at airports twenty four hours a day. The new 
system would change this, reducing the 
numbers of controllers and, instead, using 
cameras to relay a live video feed to a 
controller who could be stationed anywhere 
in the country. 
 This could be exceptionally useful, 
especially at smaller airports where there is 

less traffic and as such one individual could be 
able to control multiple airports and their 
associated airspace, and therefore completely 
reduce the numbers of required human 
controllers. 
 There have 
been some 
concerns regarding 
public safety with 
this new project. 
However, given 
that there are only 
three thousand 
applicants for this 
position per year, and that only around 
twenty five percent of this number graduate 
from NATS, the ATC provider training 
programme. From these results, it is clear that 
only a handful of overall applicants for this 
position are actually successful. Because of 
this, it makes sense that the available 
positions are condensed as best and as much 
as possible, in order to suit the supply of 
graduate controllers; arguably, it is 
considerably better to have fewer available 
positions to account for this low intake of 
graduates, given that they can control 
multiple airports from a distance. This could 
therefore be considered a safer system than 
that of the current one. 
 On the other hand, it is also important 
to not overload the currently employed 
controllers to the point that they have too 
much responsibility placed upon them as a 
result of these technological changes. 
Expectations, however, are that, given NAT’s 
already strict standard of safety regulations 
and checks, this should not cause any major 
problems. 
 In terms of the development of the 
technology itself, this project is a huge step 
forward in the ATC sector, and, as NAT’s 
general manager, Paul Jones, commented: 
“the introduction of remote control towers is 
one of the most exciting technological 
developments in the history of industry.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMPEzN2pgMgCFcp9GgodO3oCXw&url=http://findicons.com/icon/566730/aeroplane&bvm=bv.102829193,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHfLOspCrA7yA32n8s-Mm0Y4faU7g&ust=1442656844929915
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THE ARTS 
FILM REVIEWS 

The Scorch Trials  

As the much anticipated sequel to Maze Runner, Scorch Trials had a lot to live up to. After leaving 

the maze, Thomas (Dylan O’Brien, Teen Wolf) and his companions from the Glade are taken to a 

safe-house by Janson (Aidan Gillen, Game of Thrones). After leaving, they are left in the wasteland of 

the Scorch, and from this point on, the film essentially becomes a zombie 

movie; the characters are chased by “Kranks” through skyscrapers and 

buildings in dystopian scenes as they try to reach safety. The film is fast 

paced and action-packed, and definitely won’t leave the viewer bored, 

however the writers seem to have taken little interest in developing the 

characters further. Newt (Thomas Brodie-Sangster, Game of Thrones, Love 

Actually), Minho (Ki Hong Lee, The Stanford Prison Experiment) and the rest 

of the Gladers are pretty much ignored, except for a short death scene 

which lacked emotional impact. The backstory of Teresa (Kaya Scodelario, 

Skins) is explored minutely, which gives her character some depth and 

creates an internal dilemma; however it seems to be more of a plot-mover 

than character development. Nevertheless, what Scorch lacks in depth, it makes up for in action, 

with jump scares and fight scenes never seeming to end. The group never seem to be far away from 

trouble, which certainly makes for a thrilling and exciting film, and with the arrival of a few new 

characters: Aris (Jacob Lofland, Mud), Brenda (Rosa Salazar, Insurgent) and Jorge (Giancarlo Esposito, 

Breaking Bad), the film has definitely set the scene for an exhilarating finale.  

Paper Towns 

As film adaptions of books go, John Green always seems to be fairly successful. After his bestselling 

book, The Fault in Our Stars, was turned into a huge box office hit, the world seemed to be holding 

their breath for the next atypical romance film, and it was for this reason that many were left 

disappointed. As those who are fans of Green will know, TFIOS was uncharacteristic of Green as it is 

a book primarily based on romance, whereas most of his books are simply about identity and finding 

oneself. The important thing to remember whilst watching Paper Towns is 

that it is a coming-of-age film, and the hints of romance threaded through 

the storyline are just that – hints. To spend the whole film waiting for the 

romance will only leave you thoroughly disheartened and could cause you 

to miss several important parts of the story. In the film, Quentin Jacobson 

(Nat Wolff, The Fault in Our Stars) is led on a night-time adventure by 

Margo Roth Spiegelman (Cara Delevingne), which ends with a poignant 

soliloquy at the top of a skyscraper. Although their adventure was 

shortened from its depiction in the novel, the film retains the sense of thrill 

and excitement. When Margo disappears, Q and his friends Ben (Austin 

Abrams, Gangster Squad) and Radar (Justice Smith), along with Radar’s 

girlfriend, Angela (Jaz Sinclair) and Margo’s best friend, Lacey (Halston Sage, How to Rock) are 

launched into a treasure hunt of sorts, attempting to find Margo through the clues she has left. 

Along the way, the group has many laughs and emotional moments as each of them seems to find 

their independence, realising they don’t need to rely on their friends at every moment. The acting is 

superb, and the cinematography fantastic; Paper Towns is, in a way, a beautiful film.
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LANGUAGES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

WEIRD WORDS A-Z 

 

Abibliophobia – The fear of running out of reading material 

Batrachomyomachy – Exaggeration in the extreme -“You’re such a batrochomYomachist!” 

Cockalorum – A small, haughty man, often unpleasant in some way 

Dudgeon – An extremely bad mood -“it’s oKaY. he’s Just iN a DuDGeoN.”   

Erinaceous – Relating to, or resembling, a hedgehog  

Furphy – A form of portable water container 

Gaberlunzie – A wandering beggar, or homeless person -“i caN see aNother GaberluNzie…” 

Hobbledehoy – An awkward or ill-mannered young boy 

Ichthyolatry – The worshipping of fish 

Jentacular – Relating to, referring to, or resembling breakfast 

Kakorrhaphiophobia – The obsessive fear of failure 

Logorrhea – To be constantly talkative 

Mumpsimus – An outdated position on a particular issue -“that 

GuY’s a mumpsimus!”   

Nudiustertian – Referring to the day before yesterday 

Ornery – To be mean, unpleasant, or thoughtless in some way 

Pandiculation – A full body stretch 

Quean – A disreputable woman 

Ranivorous – To eat frogs -“Not aNother raviNore…” 

Smellfungus – A pessimist 

Tatterdemalion – A small child in rags, often injured or upset 

Ulotrichous – Having woolly or crispy hair 

Vomitory – An exit of some kind 

Widdershins – Referring to a counter clockwise direction -“it spuN wiDDershiNs!”   

Xertz – To intake a substance quickly and greedily  

Yarborough – A hand of cards containing no cards above a nine 

Zoanthropy – When a person believes that they have changed into an animal 

THE LONGEST WORD 

CHALLENGE 

The longest word in the 

world is the chemical name 

for “titin”, which is 189,819 

letters long and takes 

approximately three hours 

to pronounce! 

The longest word in the 

English dictionary is a little 

easier to handle. At 45 

letters long, this is the word 

for a supposed lung disease; 

the only challenge is 

attempting to pronounce it: 

“pneumonoultramicroscopic

silicovolcanokoniosis”. 
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WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 

Born in the late 18th 

Century, William 

Wordsworth helped 

to pioneer the way 

for the Romantic Age 

in English Literature. 

Wordsworth’s works 

such as the famous I 

Wandered Lonely as a 

Cloud as well as his 

joint collection of 

lyrical ballads that he shared with his friend, 

Samuel Coleridge, are his most reputable 

pieces of literature, nature often being used 

as a motif for the complex emotions that he 

experienced throughout his life.  

This use of nature was undoubtedly 

inspired by his early life, for although 

Wordsworth completed his work with 

Coleridge in Somerset, his family home was in 

the Lake District, where he was raised along 

with his four siblings beside the picturesque 

English moors. Wordsworth had a particularly 

close relationship with his sister, Dorothy, 

who is also renowned for, in particular, her 

diary writing, and so after his time in 

Somerset, he moved back to stay in a cottage 

with her in the Cumbria. 

What most people don’t 

acknowledge, or aren’t aware of though, his 

Wordsworth’s relation to Dorset; his home 

being far from this very Southern county, any 

connection at all would be unexpected. In 

fact, it has been noted that Wordsworth spent 

at least two years of his life living with 

Dorothy at Racedown Farm, near Pilsdon, 

Dorset. There they appeared to have lived 

very solitary lives, only accompanied by three 

members of staff, and one of those being a 

washerwoman who did not permanently 

reside at the farm. 

This meant that the Wordsworth 

siblings were almost completely cut off from 

society; despite being born into the upper-

class, they could not afford the London paper, 

and so couldn’t keep up with current affairs or 

news. They did, however, surround 

themselves with the local nature. William 

took to his hobby of “hill walking”, where he 

learnt about the local history and began to 

thoroughly explore the area. 

It has been 

recorded that 

Wordsworth 

wandered down to 

the sea at Lyme Bay 

on more than one 

occasion. One time 

that this happened, he 

witnessed the Great 

Indies fleet sailing 

right past him in “all 

its glory” before it was 

brutally destroyed by 

a sudden storm. 

Ironically, this was 

close to the time 

when Wordsworth’s 

younger brother, 

John, perished at sea; 

as a Sea Captain, his 

ship was destroyed in 

1805, a little further 

to the East. 

Wordsworth 

did greatly admire the 

Dorset countryside 

before his return to 

the North, though; he 

climbed to its highest 

point at Pilsdon Pen 

and allowed his 

passion for walking 

and writing to give 

him a different 

perspective of his 

beloved English 

countryside; 

arguably, his time in 

Dorset may have 

majorly affected his 

later writing. 

Word of the Month: 

SCHOOL 

Arabic: سة   مدر
(mor-ter-oo-sa) 
Bulgarian: училище 
(you-chill-i-sta) 
Chinese: 学派  

(Zj-pie) 
Danish: Skole 
French: l'école 
German: Schule 
Greek: σχολείο 

 (school-leo)
 :Hebrewבית הספ 

(E-col-a) 
Irish: Scoil 
Italian: Scuola 
Japanese: 学校  

 (Gah-ko)
Korean: 학교  

(hag-yo) 
Latin: Ludus/Schola 
Maori: Kura 
Norwegian: Skole 
Polish: Szkola 
Russian: школе  
(sh-col-e) 
Spanish: Colegio 
Turkish: Okul 

 Urdu: کول  س

 Vietnamese: trường 
học (tree-young-
hoc) 
Welsh: ysgol 
Yiddish:  שולע
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë 

With its complicated themes and layered narrative, Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights is renowned 

for being one of the leading novels of the gothic genre. It is undeniably a fascinating read, if only due 

to the numerous character and plot interpretations that can be had from it. However, you should 

not take this book on if you’re not prepared to be fully committed to the 

storyline. Lockwood, a seemingly unnecessary character, is, in many ways, 

merely a device for the story to be told through, and yet the first few chapters 

resolve primarily on his impressions of the Wuthering Heights building and its 

inhabitants. Arguably, this gives depth and a better understanding of the 

isolation that Heathcliff and his family experience, but, in many ways, the 

gripping story of Wuthering Heights doesn’t really begin until after Cathy’s 

death, and the relationships within the next generation become steadily more 

intriguing. One thing must be made clear, though; this is not a love story. It is 

not a cheerful, upbeat novel in which readers have no choice but to expect a 

happy ending. Wuthering Heights is a brutal insight to the class divisions and 

xenophobia of the Victorian Era, its narrative intrinsically linked to themes of envy, betrayal and 

revenge. Some critics would even go as far to say that the famous couple, Cathy and Heathcliff, 

never really had a mutual love between them; perhaps Heathcliff’s insanity produced an entire 

relationship for his deprived mind to obsess over; perhaps our impressions of the perfect, untainted 

love between them are, in reality, completely deluded. 

 

Under the Greenwood Tree, Thomas Hardy 

One of his early novels, Under the Greenwood Tree is an ideal example of how Thomas Hardy linked 

his love of Dorset’s wildlife to his writing. It is often said that this novel is one of Hardy’s much 

simpler publications, if only because, compared to his other works, he shows hesitance in making 

wider references, and using language that is often only understood, even by 

the most intellectual, with the aid of a dictionary. This story is, however, not 

as gripping as some of his more renowned novels; although the characters are 

presented with strong personalities, and a vivid picture of the scenery and 

environment is painted, this book is by no means simple. Hardy links to a 

sense of feminism that can be interpreted throughout his literature, and may 

have been brought about by his close relationship with probable feminist, 

Virginia Woolf. He shows the character, Fancy, in an almost comical way, to 

be confused in her feelings towards multiple men, accepting more than one 

marriage proposal at a time, and deceiving the men in her life. Arguably, 

therefore, this book questions the power of love over the restrictions and 

regulations of a given society, considering how worth can be measured in both emotions and as a 

monetary value. Then again, perhaps this narrative is merely a way for Hardy to question the 

assumed trust men placed on women’s loyalty, and how actually, by rejecting this trust, women 

have the power to manipulate those who once would have done the same to them. 
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SCIENCE & MATHS 
PARALLEL UNIVERSES

According to Wikipedia, “A parallel universe is 

a hypothetical self-contained separate reality 

co-existing with one's own”. In other words, it 

is another reality in the same place and at the 

same time. For years, parallel universes have 

appeared to 

exist only in 

the 

imagination 

of science-

fiction 

writers and 

conspiracy 

theorists, 

but as science develops and evolves at a rapid 

rate, parallel universes are becoming not only 

a possibility, but also a tangible, and perhaps 

provable, theory.  

One way to imagine the theory of 

parallel universes is through the thought 

experiment of Schrödinger’s cat, in which a 

cat is shut in a box with some poison and a 

trigger. Whilst the box is closed, the 

probability that the cat is either dead or alive 

is equal, and therefore physicists view the cat 

as being both dead and alive. This means that, 

through quantum mechanics, the cat is the 

superposition of “dead” and “alive” states at 

the same time. It is only by opening the box 

that the state of the cat is known, meaning 

each state is parallel.  

Another way of proving this theory is 

String Theory. String Theory describes 

subatomic particles as one dimensional 

strings; and allows all known forces of nature 

at once: gravity, electromagnetism and 

nuclear. However, there is a problem with 

string theory. To be feasible, it requires at 

least 10 different dimensions, and we are 

currently only aware of four: height, width, 

depth and time. The extra dimensions that 

are required must be hidden, if they exist at 

all. Some think that they have been 

compactified until they are too small to be 

seen, and are hidden inside the other four 

dimensions. However, this results in many 

different ways of compactification – around 

10500 to be exact. This could result in many 

different universes, each with its own physical 

laws, for instance the mass of electrons or 

constants of gravity. However, 

compactification has not yet been proven, 

and is not accepted by all scientists, so both 

String Theory and parallel universes are still 

up for debate. 

Because these universes exist in the 

same space, they must inevitably collide or 

overlap at some point. Scientists are 

constantly looking for evidence of these 

collisions. Unfortunately, because string 

theory suggests that the physical laws of each 

universe are different, nobody really knows 

what to look for. Imprints in the cosmic 

microwave background such as hot and cold 

spots, anomalous voids in the distribution of 

galaxies, and gravitational waves (ripples in 

space time as large objects pass through) 

have all been searched for but not yet found. 

Currently there is no definite proof for 

the existence of parallel universes; however 

scientists globally are continuing to search for 

hints leading to both the conformation of the 

presence and composition of these universes.    

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPTlv4Gv58cCFfQ72wodKVEMfA&url=http://truthisscary.com/2015/01/scientist-claims-dmt-can-connect-the-human-brain-to-a-parallel-universe/&bvm=bv.102022582,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEQmg6y2chW3bphk76lFEhK6hlbSQ&ust=1441799257574747
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMDz59yv58cCFUu2FAodm5wACQ&url=http://geeknation.com/doctor-who-companion-departures/&psig=AFQjCNGFvu0ZOxdx3iVadccEg7-Yyt1cow&ust=1441799462368336
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WHY SCHOOL IS WRONG 

According to Dr Paul Kelley, an honorary 

clinical research fellow at Oxford University's 

Sleep and Circadian Neuroscience Institute, 

forcing teenagers to wake up and start school 

before 9:00 is “torture”. He related his 

findings at the British Science Festival earlier 

this year, saying that the body’s natural sleep 

cycle (the Circadian Rhythm Sleep-Wake 

Cycle) shows that students and adults who 

work 9-5 are currently waking up 2-3 hours 

earlier than they should do. Dr Kelley says 

that adolescents are particularly affected, as 

this cycle shifts later during teenage years, 

“delaying the phase at which sleep can be 

initiated”. Evidence suggests that sleep 

deprivation affects attention and long term 

memory, and can even encourage drug and 

alcohol abuse. 

Dr Kelley will begin investigating his 

theories in 2016, after a small primary 

investigation in Monkseaton High School in 

North Tyneside showed that a later school 

start time 

improved 

pupils’ GCSE 

results by 16%. 

Dr Kelley 

suggests that 

start times 

should be 

staggered, with younger children who 

naturally wake up earlier starting at 8:30am, 

16-18 year olds starting at 10:00am and 

students over 18 starting at 11:00am. Not 

only would this allow teens to get more sleep, 

but it would make the journeys to and from 

school easier, as many older pupils could 

avoid rush hour.  

Dr Kelley is still advertising for schools 

to join his investigation, which is entitled 

Teensleep and is run by the Education 

Endowment Foundation. 

 

 

OUR ORIGINS: DISCOVERED? 

A new species – the Homo naledi – has been 

discovered in South Africa. They have been 

described by Professor Lee Berger, the 

scientist who led the team, as a “bridge” 

between our more primitive ancestors and 

present day humans. Although scientists are 

struggling to 

precisely put an age 

to the skeleton, it is 

estimated that the 

naledi may have 

walked the earth up 

to 3 million years 

ago. The 15 partial 

skeletons, made of 

over 1550 bones so 

far, and belonging 

to both males and females, were found in a 

burial chamber deep inside a cave system in 

South Africa.  

Although the team of scientists 

working on the skeletons have only just 

started, they have already discovered a lot 

about this species. They were quite tall, 

standing around 5 foot high, and had a brain 

the size of a large orange. Their upper body 

and core is very primitive and ape-like, 

however their hands and feet are more 

human-like than any other primitive ancestor. 

Although their brow is very prominent, many 

of their other features strongly resemble 

those of humans, and they were even capable 

of ritualistic behaviour. "We are going to 

know everything about this species," says 

Professor Berger; "We are going to know 

when its children were weaned, when they 

were born, how they developed, the speed at 

which they developed, the difference 

between males and females at every 

developmental stage from infancy, to 

childhood to teens to how they aged and 

died.
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Dear Marie, 

My classes are all switched up from last 

year and I don’t have any friends in my 

classes now…. It’s just so awkward and I 

feel I’m the odd one out…. I don’t wanna 

spend the year at the back of the class like 

a silent loner but I guess I’m too lazy (and 

maybe scared) to start a conversation….. 

  

Ask Marie the issues that niggle at the back of your mind! 

All letters to Marie are subject to publication in Sixth Sense. All correspondents’ details 

are guaranteed confidential. 

—Loner Girl 

The first thing you may think of doing is just jumping to the next 

girl/guy. Don’t. You can’t just go on a soul mate-seeking mission 

when you’re evidently just looking for a rebound. This would just 

lead to more hurt and the realisation that you just wasted a load 

of time.  

Get yourself involved in the things you love to do most, whether 

that’s football or washing the dishes, anything you like to do 

that’s going to occupy your attention. Don’t force yourself not to 

think about her because inevitably this repression is going to hold 

you back from moving on. It’s good that you’ve recognised you’re 

struggle and not just blindingly ignoring those feelings.  

So you should keep your wits about you and remember that you 

shouldn’t force yourself to move on when you’re evidently not 

ready yet. No doubt you will overcome these struggles, as they 

inevitably come to all of us someday. 

  

Ask MARIE 

Firstly, don’t worry about looking like a ‘loner’, nobody’s going to 

shun you for being an independent woman. These worries will 

mean nothing in a year’s time if you’re not retaking and just 

moving on out of Hardyes. You then won’t have to take on the 

role of ‘Loner Girl’.  

But since you’re so concerned, I’ll give you the tips on making 

conversation if you’ve had a late night and tremble at the thought 

of socialising: 

1) Don’t think of yourself as the outsider, otherwise you’ll feel 

isolated; they’ll see your discomfort and this makes you 

easy for them to decide on ignoring you. 

2) Identify those you think you’ll be most comfortable with. 

3) Don’t begin with an intimate question on their personal life 

that seems way too intrusive, but say something like, “We 

didn’t have any homework, did we?” It’s always a good 

icebreaker to bond over a mutually hated topic.  

4) Don’t just sit there and make them  answer a ton of questions 

like they’re auditioning for something and you’re Simon 

Cowell, there needs to be some give and take. 

5) Enjoy the conversation and just be yourself (a cheesy cliché but 

good advice). 

Dear Marie, 

I’m struggling to get over my ex-

girlfriend—do you have any 

suggestions? 


